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TB Basics 

•  Latent infection vs. 
active disease 

•  Pulmonary vs.  
extrapulmonary 

•  Smear positive vs. 
smear negative 

•  Drug susceptible vs. 
drug resistant 



Global burden  
•  In 2010 WHO recorded 196,670 TB cases in 

children <15 years 

•  However, most cases go unreported  

•  Over half of cases came from only three 
countries (S. Africa, Indonesia and Pakistan) 

•  Best numbers we have are from the WHO 
(2009): every year, over 1 million children get 
TB and ~176,000 die as a result 



Risk Factors 
•  Poverty 
•  Young Age 
• Malnutrition 
• Orphans and 

Vulnerable Children 
• HIV 
• Maternal TB 



How can we prevent TB in children? 

Answer: the Four I’s 

• Intensified Case 
Finding 

• Isoniazid Preventive 
Therapy 

• Infection Control 

• Integration 



Challenges 
• No TB vaccine, problems with BCG 

• Difficult to diagnose TB in children 

• No child-friendly TB treatment options 

• Children are often excluded from research 
trials 


