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•  In 2011, 81 donors invested $649.6 million on TB R&D, an 82% 
increase over 2005 levels, but only 3% growth since 2010. "

•  The top 10 TB R&D donors spent $506.7 million in 2010, or 78% of the 
total global spend."

•  PDPs and research consortia disbursed $110.2 million in TB R&D in 
2011, 7% less than 2010 spending levels."

•  Across the five Global Plan research areas, operational research was 
the only research area to meet and surpass its annual target."

•  For a seventh consecutive year, TB drug development funding 
increased and made up the largest share of the global TB R&D spend. 
However, it has the largest funding gap of all the research areas—at 
$490 million."

•  The 2011 $649.6 million total still falls $1.35 billion short of the annual 
$2 billion funding target defined by the Global Plan. "



Research to accelerate global TB R&D is gravely 
underfunded. More resources are needed to see new TB 
tools come to fruition, particularly in:"

•  Biomarker discovery to modernize TB drug and vaccine 
development by demonstrating the progress and effects of 
treatment or immunity early on, which in turn radically 
reduces the time and costs of the clinical trials; "

•  Biomarker discovery for the development of a POC 
diagnostic test that can identify people with latent TB at risk 
of developing active TB, as well as biomarkers associated 
with infection, treatment response, cure, and drug 
susceptibility or resistance; "



•  TB sample banks that support biomarker discovery with 
well-characterized specimens; "

•  Late-stage drug and vaccine clinical trials, many of which 
will take place in high-burden countries with limited 
laboratory capacity or infrastructure that meet Good Clinical 
Practice standards; and"

•  Basic science research to enhance our scientific 
understanding of TB disease and the M. tuberculosis 
pathogen."


