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DEVELOPING AND SETTING A LOCAL AGENDA FOR APPLIED RESEARCH

Applied research aims for a better fit between intervention and local
context

* social, cultural, economic, political, institutional, environmental
influences on
human behavior

* Image source: http://www.factual.com/
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CHALLENGES OF APPLIED HEALTH RESEARCH

1. What should we do with our ‘evidence’ 2. Often we know what is

: : : : and what to do ....
“Many evidence-based innovations fail to

produce results when transferred to ] 85%
communities in the global south, largely ¢

. L “antibiotica. ool Loatm
because their implementation is untested, et S

Bo boter * drug resistant T8
* Omwid ¥

* rolapos of dsease

unsuitable or incomplete ™ (v vadon et al 2007) o

..... but not how to get it

3. Resource challenges done
* Finances
* Human resource

* This slide was adapted from the UCSF RISE 2015 ImS course
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PRIORITIES

CONTEXT SPECIFIC SOLUTIONS
Developing effective, context-sensitive

solutions requires shifting from a deficit model

to understanding and building on community

knowledge and strengths

LISTENING TO FRONT-LINE STAKEHOLDERS
TO PRIORITIZE RESEARCH

The incorporation of the service users’
values, preferences and prioritiesis an

important part of applied health research

(Lomas J: 2003)

Promotes acceptance, use and sustainability
as well as ensuring equity (Some commentators

will argue that it is as important as the science)

4
* This slide was adapted from the UCSF RISE 2015 ImS course
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LISTENING TO FRONT LINE STAKEHOLDERS TO IMPROVE HOME-BASED TB CONTACT INVESTIGATION—
UGANDA TUBERCULOSIS IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH CONSORTIUM (MHEALTH STUDY)

Drop-out from the tuberculosis contact Brief Report: “Give Me Some Time” FaCiIitatorS Of and
investigation cascade in a routine public health Barriers to Uptake of Home-Based HIV Testing

setting in urban Uganda: A prospective, multi- During Household Contact
center study Investigation for Tuberculosis in Kampala, Uganda

Armstrong-Hough, Mari et al

Identifying barriers to and facilitators @ The incorporation of the service users’

of tuberculosis contact investigation in S
Kampala, Uganda: a behavioral approach values, preferences and priorities is an

S ety ek, Mg ek, A ot e mit? important part of applied health research

and 1. Lucian Davis™

(Lomas J: 2003)
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Community Engagement

We carry out our research
in partnership with local
communities.

Patient-Centeredness

We prioritize work that
considers issues that are
important to patients.

Applied health research
and implementation
science

We prioritize the study of
processes and outcomes
that are important to
patients.

This slide was adapted from the U-TIRC website:
http://utbspwebsite.wixsite.com/u-tirc
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PRIORITY : FINANCING FOR SUSTAINABILITY

Financing

= Cross-cutting for all priorities
= To improve availability of local resources (mentorship, training, HR)

= Long term-agenda development (HS as opposed to project mode)
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RECOMMENDATIONS

* Develop a local agenda for applied health research

Community ownership

Capacity building

Financing

Accountability to the community
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CURRENTLY

e The influence of communication with different providers around tuberculosis (TB)
and chronic respiratory disease on patients’ experience of and response to their
illness and how this could be improved (PhD)

* Practice and policy context for communication around TB and chronic respiratory
diseases in Uganda

e TEACH Study — Tuberculosis Education and Counseling (Uganda and Kwa-Zulu
Natal, SA)
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