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With respect. 





Gendered and 
racialized global  
epidemic: 

>50% burden 
among women 

African descent 



Paucity of diversity in HIV cure research 



Lack of geographic equity 

Barr and Jefferys, 2019, 2020



Ethical Conundrum: Access to scientific progress 
derived from research is a human right



... Not for women 

• Limited participation-> desire future pregnancies, ongoing 
breastfeeding, and strict contraception requirements

• Unwillingness to participate -> sociostructural barriers that include 
stigma and limited logistical support from sites including childcare, 
inconvenient transportation, and site hours of operation



Women MUST be part of HIV cure research 

• Population informed scientific research-> Previous research 
highlighted the effects of sex assigned at birth on HIV pathogenesis, 
persistence, and treatment response and how sex differences may 
affect the HIV reservoir and immune response to therapeutic 
approaches being investigated as cure strategies

• Sex-based analyses are imperative at all stages of clinical research to 
understand the crucial differences in HIV reservoir dynamics



Policy frameworks to inform a just research 
enterprise 

• NIH Revitalization Act of 1993 provided a federal level mandate that all 
NIH supported research must include women and minority 
populations.
• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDR) (1948) and Article 15 of 

the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(ICESCR) (1996) affords the right to the benefits of scientific progress to 
all people.
• Consensus Study Report by the National Academies of Science, 

Engineering, and Medicine, “Improving Representation in Clinical Trials 
and Research.
• APHA Policy Statement 20226- ”Support for Women’s Inclusion in HIV-

Related Clinical Research” 





Thank you! 


