
Beyond the Diagnosis

Mousso's Victory Over Hepatitis C virus in 
Côte d'Ivoire



Balénin and Mousso are 
neighbors and friends in 
Kobouo, a village in the Goh 
region of Côte d'Ivoire.

Neither of them was able to 
complete secondary school 
because of the financial 
hardships faced by their 
families.

Balénin dreams of 
becoming a professional 
driver, while Mousso 
dreams of earning her high 
school diploma and 
studying law.



Balénin and Mousso decide 
to leave their village for the 
capital city of Abidjan in 
search of a better future for 
themselves and to support 
their families back home.



Once in Abidjan, both need 
to quickly find a place to 
live and a way to support 
themselves. They take on 
informal jobs to make ends 
meet.
Balénin finds work as a 
security guard, while 
Mousso starts selling cold 
drinking water.



However, Mousso begins to 
occasionally experience 
extreme fatigue, loses her 
appetite, and suffers from 
nausea. This is not the first 
time she has felt this way, 
but because healthcare is 
not subsidized by the 
government, she has never 
sought medical attention or 
been examined.



Mousso meets Bakari 
while selling cold water, 
and he quickly takes an 
interest in her.
Over time, the two begin 
a relationship. The two 
living as a couple helps 
Mousso overcome some 
of life's challenges, and 
she enrolls in evening 
classes to prepare for her 
high school diploma.



During a blood donation 
awareness campaign 
organized in response to a 
devastating minibus accident 
that claimed several lives and 
left many others injured, 
Mousso is attracted as she 
has always wanted to make a 
public health contribution in 
her country.

In May 2023, Mousso 
donates blood for the first 
time and is very proud of her 
contribution.
Thanks to the donation she is  
able to do a free health 
screening. 
In addition, every blood 
donor receives a full meal.



One week after donating 
blood, Mousso receives a call 
from the National Blood 
Transfusion Center (CNTS).
As she is busy preparing for 
her high school diploma 
exams, she visits the CNTS 
several days after the exams.

At the CNTS, Mousso is 
shocked to learn that she has 
tested positive for the 
hepatitis C virus (HCV), 
meaning her donated blood 
cannot be used.
The doctor reassures her that 
HCV is curable with a three-
month course of treatment 
and advises her to do a 
confirmatory testing.



When Mousso returns home, 
she shares the news with her 
partner, Bakari.
Although deeply surprised, 
Bakari supports and comforts 
her.

Together, they do some 
research on hepatitis and 
learn that HCV is transmitted 
primarily through direct 
contact with infected blood.



A few days later, the couple 
travels to the general 
hospital, located nearly 10 
kilometers from their 
home.
They need to return to the 
hospital three times for a 
series of tests, including a 
blood sample that is sent to 
France for analysis.

As a result, both Mousso 
and Bakari are forced to 
miss several days of work.
In total, the couple spends 
nearly 300,000 CFA francs 
(US$522) on the 
confirmatory tests.



Two weeks later, Mousso 
receives confirmation that 
she does indeed have HCV, 
and that it is a curable 
disease that can be 
completely treated within 
three months.

The doctor also asks her to 
take a viral load test three 
months after completing 
treatment to confirm that 
she is cured.

The treatment costs 480,000 
CFA francs ( US$835). 
Fortunately for the couple, 
both families agree to 
contribute money to support 
them with the cost of 
treatment.



In July, Mousso earns her 
high school diploma with 
honors and begins treatment 
the following month, once 
the couple is able to raise 
the necessary funds.

During her treatment, 
Mousso continues selling 
cold water and begins 
gathering information about 
the requirements for 
studying law at the 
university.



On September 20, Balénin’s 
birthday, Mousso prepares 
his favorite meal, and the 
couple invites him to their 
home.
As soon as he arrives, 
Balénin proudly shows his 
friend his driver’s license. 
Mousso informs him that 
she has graduated from 
high school and the two 
friends celebrate their 
achievements with joy.



After the meal, the two 
friends share updates about 
their lives, and Mousso tells 
Balénin that she has HCV and 
is undergoing treatment.
Balénin is visibly shocked and 
suddenly begins to sweat. 
Next, he pretends to have 
received a phone call, 
apologizes for needing to 
answer it, leaves the house, 
and disappears without any 
explanation.

The couple is surprised by 
Balénin’s reaction.
Mousso feels rejected by her 
only true friend.



During her treatment, 
Mousso experiences very 
few side effects.
Four months after 
completing treatment, she 
becomes pregnant, and her 
partner is very proud and 
happy.

However, Mousso remains 
worried because she has not 
yet taken the viral load test 
needed to confirm that she 
is truly cured.
The test costs 65,000 CFA 
francs (US$113).



During her prenatal visits, 
Mousso opens up to a 
midwife who, after several 
weeks of searching for 
information, helps her find a 
hospital where she can get 
the viral load test at a lower 
cost.
Three weeks after taking the 
test, Mousso receives the 
results confirming that she 
is cured of HCV.

Mousso is overwhelmed 
with joy and can finally 
focus on the twins she is 
expecting.



In September 2024, Mousso 
gives birth to a baby boy and a 
baby girl.
It is pure joy!

Both families come together 
in Abidjan to welcome the 
newborns.
Although some of the aunts 
have traveled a long distance 
to celebrate the arrival of the 
twins, a few of them refuse to 
touch the babies.



For them, hepatitis cannot 
be cured, and they prefer 
not to take any risks.
Mousso and Bakari are 
shocked by their reaction.

Bakari researches about 
hepatitis on his phone, and 
they all read together.
After several minutes of 
reading and learning about 
HCV, the aunts understand 
the facts and quickly rush to 
hold the newborn babies.



Having learned that 
Mousso’s parents are in 
Abidjan, Balénin also comes 
to greet the babies and to 
inquire about his family.

To the couple’s great 
surprise, Balénin hugs 
Mousso and holds the 
babies.
He later explains to Mousso 
that after doing some 
research, he learned that 
there are several types of 
hepatitis and HCV is 
primarily transmitted 
through direct contact with 
infected blood.



One evening, while both 
families are gathered 
together for a meal, Bakari’s 
family asks when they can 
come and meet Mousso’s 
family for the “côcôcô” 
(a traditional expression 
referring to the formal 
request for permission to 
marry Mousso).

Both families are very happy 
that the couple is planning to 
get married soon.



Acknowledgements

This storyboard was developed with community members and LAT CAB 
members from Côte d'Ivoire as part of the community engagement 
work of the Unitaid-funded LONGEVITY project.

Narrative: Joelle Dountio O., Steven Irie Bi, Gisèle Takaléa, Gboh Iriebi

Illustrations: Steven Irie Bi


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

